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COUNTRY LABOR (WA) 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.52 pm]:  I had the privilege to be in Collie on 22 May for the official launch 
of Country Labor (WA).  Country Labor has been officially working for the past three years visiting areas from 
the Kimberley in the north to Albany in the south.  We have listened to the concerns of country people and have 
been able to address those concerns in the Caucus as a combined non-factional group.  Legislative Assembly 
members include the members for Albany, Bunbury, Collie, Eyre, Geraldton, Kimberley, Burrup and Mandurah, 
and Legislative Council members include Hon Jon Ford, Hon John Cowdell, Hon Tom Stephens, Hon Adele 
Farina and Hon Kim Chance; all great supporters of country people.  Some of the major issues into which we 
have had input include supporting country trotting clubs in their efforts to achieve equality on the Racing and 
Wagering Western Australia Board.  We have also successfully negotiated with the Government to review the 
Liquor Licensing Act, which country hoteliers were concerned would deregulate liquor trading hours.   
At the official launch, the Premier observed that it was the most important event in the Labor Party in the past 10 
years.  In comparison with the National Party, which went into a coalition of the unwilling and does not even 
want the portfolio of agriculture, we care about country people.  The National Party looks after only its members, 
and everyone in the country knows that the Liberal Party coalition, including National Party members, is not 
interested in country areas.  It is not the charter of Country Labor to replace the National Party in the country.  It 
is our charter to do the job it never did; that is, to represent all country people.   
 


